
 
August 8, 2019 
 
Dear NCPS Family: 
 
It is an honor to welcome you back to the 2019-2020 school year! On behalf of our School Board Betty  
Christopher, Gayle Sterrett, Mary Hooper, Gerald Howard, and Dana O’Bier, we are delighted to celebrate  
a new year with you. We hope you enjoyed your summer, and we also hope you are eager to welcome our  
students and families Back to School! 
 
Our dedicated twelve month custodial, maintenance, and transportation teams have worked throughout the  
summer on a variety of projects including installation of new carpet in the main offices of NES & NMS;  
painting throughout all buildings; upgrade of the dual HVAC units for the NMS and NHS cafeterias and  
gymnasiums (to reduce humidity); commercial cleaning of the NHS gym ceiling and vents; assessment of  
HVAC replacement plan at NES (some units are 24 years old); as well as the typical summer cleaning and  
waxing projects in each building, vehicle maintenance, and fleet inspections.  
 
This summer our School Board has been researching the possibility of solar installation on or near  
Academic Lane which will offset our Dominion electricity bill. At the August School Board meeting, the Board  
reviewed two (2) Solar Power Purchase Agreement proposals: one proposal by Sun Tribe Solar and a  
second proposal by Affordable Energy Concepts, Inc. I will keep you informed as we examine options and  
opportunities for a sustainable future. 
 
We are pleased to inform you all teaching vacancies and most staff positions are filled! You will be able to 
welcome our new teachers and employees at Convocation on Thursday, August 22, 2019, at 9:30 in the  
NHS & NMS Auditorium. (Please wear your Summer Challenge sunglasses to Convocation).  
Convocation will be a meaningful day as we are thrilled to welcome back Dr. James Fedderman, current  
Virginia Education Association Vice President, for our keynote address. At 5 pm, you and one guest are  
invited to cruise with our NCPS ‘Fam’ on the Chesapeake Breeze where we will enjoy fellowship and music! 

 
The school year ahead will be full of important work -- you will be preparing 
every student to succeed by facilitating and advocating for each child’s 
access to a world class education here at NCPS. We will be illuminating the 5 
C’s as we promote each student’s exploration of career paths and 
internships and externships in work based programs and service-learning 
projects across grades and curriculums.  
 
Northumberland students in every grade will continue to experience instruction 
that focuses on key skills for success in a global world: achieve and apply  



 
academic & technical knowledge; demonstrate workplace skills, qualities, & behaviors; build 
connections and value interactions with others as a responsible & responsive citizen; and align 
knowledge, skills & personal interests with career opportunities. 

 
As your superintendent, I am so very proud to share the following celebrations and 
accomplishments with you: 

● For 2019-2020, ‘ALL’ NCPS students will eat free of charge for regular breakfast and lunch 
meals. NCPS applied and qualified for the Community Eligibility Provisions (CEP). The CEP 
school meal program provides the option for eligible local educational agencies (LEAs) and 
schools with high percentages of low-income households to offer school breakfast and lunch 
meals at no charge to all students in participating schools without collecting meal applications. 
This is a ‘Win-Win’ for students and families from my perspective! 

● Northumberland Elementary School was selected to receive the 2019 Board of 
Education’s Highest Achievement Exemplar Award by the Virginia Department of Education. 
Way to Go, NES!!! 

● Northumberland High School was selected to receive the 2019 Board of Education’s 
Continuous Improvement Award by the Virginia Department of Education. Congrats, NHS!!! 

● NES, NMS, & NHS were selected and featured in several media presentations by the 
Virginia Tiered Systems of Support (VTSS). NCPS was recognized for family engagement 
efforts across the division. Congratulations to our teachers and staff!!! 

 
NCPS is deeply committed to Education Equity for ALL Learners. Principals Javornda Ashton and 
Travis Burns, Director of Special Education & Support Services Adam Letizia, and I attended the 
Virginia is for ALL Learners: Education Equity Summer Institute from July 9-10, 2019, which was 
sponsored by the Virginia Department of Education & Virginia Commonwealth University School 
of Education. At our August School Board meeting, the Northumberland County School Board drafted 
policy regarding equitable educational opportunities for all students through the support and 
allocation of appropriate resources, diverse learning opportunities, and commitment to equity 
across the school division! Thank you, to our School Board, for their devotion to our students and to 
providing equity through access, opportunity, and supports! 
 
In closing, NES, NMS, & NHS will be reading and enjoying Teach Like a PIRATE. Our hope is that you 
find inspiration and the desire to increase student engagement, build relationships, boost your 
creativity, and jumpstart your school year! Enjoy the rest of your summer, and see you soon! 
 
Warm regards and best wishes for the year ahead,  
 
Holly Wargo, Ed.D. 
Superintendent 

“Create The Why Your Students Deserve” -- James Fedderman 


